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Farming and the Rural Structure of Sustainability
Progress of Personalization and Area-Specific Model

Naoki Okada'

! Department of Agribusiness, Faculty of Bioresource Sciences, Akita Prefectural University

In rural areas, population outflows are getting worse due to the progress of personalization and the transition to a liquid society since the 1990s.
Therefore, rural systems based on role settings have weakened. In this paper, three cases from Japan and Scotland were analyzed which have
remained stable despite personalization and the transition to a liquid society. In these cases, the inside and outside of the system are clearly
distinguished. The system is not a single organization, but consists of a manager and number of small players. The manager controls the system
and encourages players’ actions that suit the system’s purpose. A manager also performs marketing outside the organization. The players’
participation is induced under specific conditions. However, there are also players leaving the system. So, the manager secures new participants

and maintains the system. Here, such a system is defined as “specific conditioning area.”

Keywords: personalization, liquid society, specific conditioning area, manager, attractiveness as a tie.
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