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Establishment of Venture Company at Akita Prefectural University

Naoko Fujita" 2, Yasunori Nakamura'?

! Department of Biological Production, Faculty of Bioresource Sciences, Akita Prefectural University

2 Starch Technologies Co., Ltd.

We have studied the starch biosynthetic process in rice endosperm since 1999, when Akita Prefectural University was established. Throughout
this process, we have tried to identify isolated rice mutant lines with unique endosperm starches, and resolved their biosynthetic mechanisms
through a detailed comparison of the mutant lines with their wild types. Next, we tried to improve the agricultural traits of the mutant lines by
back-crossing with elite cultivars for practical uses. We recently developed two new rice cultivars and registered them in 2018. To develop the
business using the new cultivars, we built a venture company, Starch Technologies Co., Ltd. at Akita Prefectural University. This paper describes

the establishment of the company, our motivation, the flow of products and business, the role and future scope of our company.
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