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Abstract

The Significance of Learning of Democracy and “Civil Disobedience” in the Political
Citizenship Education : The Education of Learning and Practicing of “Civil Disobedience”
and Forming the Capacity for a “Sense of Justice”

Civil disobedience is a nonviolent and conscientious act contrary to the laws or polices of
the government. It itself is political neutral. We can bring the power to democracy by learn-
ing and practicing 1t. This civil disobedience 1s acted by exercises of the capacity for a sense
of justice as an element of citizenship and learning the cases of disobeying is effective.
Rawls says that the sense of justice 1s a moral capacity and the learning plays a significant
part to develop it. Education can work for the formation of character of citizens cultivating
the capacity for a sense of justice and disobeying. The education cultivating the capacity for
a sense of justice should be promoted as the "political citizenship education" because under
today's democracy remarkably worse the citizenship education that respects the learning of
democracy, especially the learning of principle and practice of civil disobedience as political
act 1s needed. It 1s also possible to practice on the standpoint of majority or minority within
the framework of constitutional democracy and to play a part in the empowerment of active
citizen demanded today. Rawls says that citizens' common sense of justice are fundamental
to an act of civil disobedience . He suggests the model of 3 stages of moral development be-
cause the sense of justice 1s formed as a moral capacity. This suggests that a viewpoint of
lifelong learning is important when we promote forming a sense of justice appropriate for
citizenship. From this viewpoint our specific research is to achieve the political citizenship
education as a curriculum of school education and continuing education.

Keywords: Citizenship, Political Citizenship Education, Learning of Democracy, Civil
Disobedience, Sense of Justice
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