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Self-assessing Syllabus Attainment Targets Using Metrical Text Analysis

Daisuke Itoh!

! Research and Education Center for Comprehensive Science, Akita Prefectural University

The second chapter of Management of Teaching and Learning, titled “Class Subjects, Education Program Planning, and Practice,” recommends
setting proper achievement goals for each subject in order to achieve the learning objectives defined in the “Diploma/Degree Conferment Policy
(DP).” However, reviewing actual syllabi of each subject at all schools, colleges, and departments would require substantial manpower and be
time consuming. Therefore, in this report, I employed a metrical text analysis approach to illustrate an investigation method form confirming
consistency between achievement goals in syllabi and the DP by using cultural and health and physical education subjects as case studies. For this
analysis, I introduced a credit recognition policy that agreed with the DP standards. The results from listing frequent verbs and nouns and using
cluster analysis demonstrated that the consistency between achievement goals and credit recognition policies showed favorable outcomes.
Phrases such as “can understand” or “can account” were often used in the descriptions of achievement goals, indicating that they were composed
mainly of knowledge and understanding of graduate attributes, generic skills, or a combination of the two. On the contrary, the number of
achievement goals regarding attitudes or intentionality was relatively small, most likely because goals corresponding to learner sentiment were

not set in the credit recognition policy.
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