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I pictured it (robot) as a completely harmless creature, intent only on doing the work for
which it was designed. It was incapable of harming men, yet it was victimized by human beings
who, suffering a 'Frankenstein complex' (as I called it in some of my stories), insisted on consid-

ering the poor machines to be deadly dangerous creatures.'?’
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1. A robot must not injure a human being, or allow a human being to come to harm.

2. A robot must obey the orders given by human beings unless they conflict with the First
Law.

3. A robot must protect itself as long as such protection does not conflict with the First or
Second Laws. Book of Robotics, 56th Edition, 2058 A.D.‘"
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The almost unavoidable corollary i1s that the United States themselves form already a



Frankenstein monster, the federal attempt to make one from many (e pluribus unum) having
proved either abortive or, at best, embryonic. America itself might become a colossal, powerful,

but alarmingly uncontrolled creation running wild. "’
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TERV, Floy AT Y =« v2 ) —bREHOBFTH 2 4RO EBESULFITELEZEVL TV Y
FROFETZ S v rvvasA i3, 4 v Iy asyy bORFITAD, PO JREG S 0841
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"Seek happiness in tranquillity, and avoid ambition, even if it be only the apparently innocent
one of distinguishing yourself in science and discoveries. Yet who do I say? I have myself been

blasted in these hopes, yet another may succeed." 1?
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or dystopia) /Nitd LTy H. G. 7 = WX (Herbert G. Wells, 1866-1946) D [& 1 4« =¥ ]
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DFNICATI LB P OEFN IR TERERCTH >0 Ny 7 2 ) =D ->TV BT — <, BEFEO
EHENEE TR, BFEoESBAREANCGZ 228 Th 2, TO/NREFREL TH ST
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If T were the President of MIT, I would hang pictures of Boris Karloff as the Monster of
Frankenstein all over the institution. Why? To remind students and faculty that humanity now
cowers in muted dread, expecting to be killed sooner or later by the Monster of Frankenstein.
Such killing goes on right on now, by the way, in many other parts of the world, often with our

sponsorship - hour after hour, day after day."”
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The machines are to practically everybody what the white men were to the Indians. People are
finding that, because of the way the machines are changing the world, more and more of their old
values don't apply any more. People have no choice but to become second-rate machines them-

selves, or wards of their machines.®
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15 kAEZ TS LTHi->TW5 Z &3 "For the love of God - somebody get me out of here!" ® T&%



D, LOBUETH > o VIVETRAREPICHEEFICANTHEEZRA 20, AP TEHLVES
7B 75 L8N TO, &EIT, YVETRARZ S v v yay A sEficmid Tz Rl 7o,
75 v vyad A viERRGER - CEFICERS N,

75wy vad A vETEBRICREE DT, BT OEEE TREBIC U 7o e O A Ay DR IC
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In the past, pure scientists took a snobbish view of business. They saw the pursuit of money as
intellectually uninteresting, suited only for to shopkeepers. .......

But that is no longer true. There are very few molecular biologists and very few research insti-
tutions without commercial affiliations. The old days are gone. Genetic research continues, at a

more furious pace than ever. But it is done in secret, and in haste, and for profit.®
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Scientists are actually preoccupied with accomplishment. So they are focused on whether they
can do something. They never stop to ask if they should do something. They conveniently define
such considerations as pointless. If they don't do it, someone else will. Discovery, they believe, 1s

inevitable. So they just try to do it first. That's the game in science.®”
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And that leads us to wonder whether the disappearance of the dinosaurs is going to be re-
peated, sooner or later, by us as well. Whether at the deepest level the faults lies not in blind fate
- 1n some fiery meteor from the skies - but in our own behavior. At the moment, we have no an-

swer.®
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They didn't understand what they were doing. I'm afraid that will be on the tombstone of

human race. I hope it's not. We might get lucky.“”
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