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Extension of a New Crop and Introduction of a New Cropping Type
of Ornamental Plants as well as Possibilities of Collaboration
between Agriculture and Welfare
Regional Contribution through the Field Education and Research Center

Hiroomi Kanda', Yasunori Yoshida', Wataru Tsuda', Hiroyuki Imanishi’

! Department of Agribusiness, Faculty of Bio-resource Sciences, Akita Prefectural University

? Field Education and Research Center, Faculty of Bio-resource Sciences, Akita Prefectural University

This article introduces three cases of research and regional contribution that were conducted at the Ornamental Plants Section of the Field
Education and Research Center (FC) at Akita Prefectural University.
(1) Extension of a new crop: To extend Ornithogalum dubium as a new pot flower, trial shipping of pots cultivated at FC and trial cultivation by
farmers provided nursery plants from FC were conducted. The results revealed that O. dubium is expected to be in demand and that farmers can
easily cultivate O. dubium in plastic greenhouses.
(2) Introduction of a new cropping type: To investigate the possibility of introducing tuberous begonia as a new cropping type that can be shipped
in the fall, trial shipping from FC was conducted. The results indicate that unstable growth of tuberous begonia in cultivation may disrupt its
shipping in the fall.
(3) Collaboration with welfare facilities: The first step included contribution to the welfare of the community; hence, nursery plants for flower
beds cultivated at FC were provided to the welfare facilities as the activity material. In the second step, horticultural activities were conducted at
FC as rehabilitation service and vocational training for persons with disabilities (the welfare facility users). We have discussed the possibilities of

collaboration between agriculture and welfare that will provide employment to persons with disabilities in the field of agriculture.

Keywords: horticultural welfare, Ornithogalum dubium, persons with disabilities, tuberous begonia
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