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Association of Rice Marketing Research by Farmers and Cooperative of the
Regional Contribution Project of Akita Prefectural University
A Case Study of a Rice Farmer Group and Agriculture Cooperative in Daisen City, Akita Prefecture

Katsunori Nakamura '

! Department of Biological Environment, Faculty of Bioresource Science, Akita Prefectural University

Since the 1990s, the liberalization of distribution has exposed the rice production area to intense competition. In addition, oversupply has resulted
in rice prices falling to a level that cannot be sustained. The farmer group Omagari Hanabimai Kenkyukai (OHK) aims to increase the income of
rice production and revitalize the rural area. As a study on OHK, the following were examined: (1) the history and achievements of OHK, (2) the
association and collaboration of OHK with Akita Prefectural University (APU), and (3) the association between the contribution of the local
farmers and the research of APU. The results were as follows. First, to avoid price competition and to achieve a reasonable price, OHK has been
practicing the differentiation of rice production, learning activities, and interaction with consumers. Second, the relationship between OHK and
APU has strengthened from the stage when APU contributed to OHK's efforts as a advisor to a stage when OHK and APU cooperate in research
projects. Third, the tasks included the following: (1) the scientific measurement and evaluation of regional characteristics , (2) the establishment
of a brand of rice with regional characteristics, and (3) creating a model of rice marketing research by farmers and a cooperative using the

abovementioned practices.
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