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On June 11, 1944, the U.S. military
began aerial attacks. Between attacks,
the crop cultivation unit carried out ag-
ricultural work, but nothing could be
grown. After attacks from the sea and
the sky for about 40 days, we were or-
dered by Headquarters to look for safe
place for the security of noncombatants.
Farm head Koshioka and I looked at a
map and chose the upper reaches of the
Irig River, and we went there on around
July 17. The place [Manengon] was a
palm tree forest about four kilometers
from the river mouth. There was enough
water, and the humidity was not high.
We judged that the place was so wide as
to be able to accommodate 15,000 people.
We had to move the islanders in 12
villages in a short period and at night to
that place. Most of them were women,
children and elderly people, and we took

great effort in moving them.
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On July 10 the Japanese began moving
all of the Chamorros out of their villages

and ranches. They forced them to march

to the interior of the island. No one could
stop. Sick people died on the march to
the camps. The Japanese placed everyone
n concentration camps at Maimai, Tai,
Manengon, Talofofo, and Malojloj.
Soldiers surrounded the camps. The
Chamorros build their shelters and
latrines. The Japanese did not provide

them with any food or medicine.
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