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Promoting the Use of planted Japanese Cedar for Magewappa in Odate
and its Regional Cooperation

Koji Adachi', Seishiro Taki', Katsuhiko Takata', Chiaki Watanabe'

! Institute of Wood Technology, Akita Prefectural University

In Akita, traditional bentwood products known as “Magewappa” are made from natural Akita cedar. However, bentwood manufacturers are
forced to make a transition from using natural raw, such as Akita cedar, to planted cedar due to a close on the national forests where the
commercial logging of natural Akita cedar occurs. We have promoted the use of planted Japanese cedar for magewappa in Odate as follows: (1)
there is an explanation in the difference between the bending flexibility in natural and planted Japanese cedar; (2) the development of a
non-destructive screening method for the bending material of Japanese cedar; (3) promoting regional cooperation, such as partnership agreement,
for the availability study of planted Japanese cedar; (4) the action of forest and wood education for elementary and junior high school students

through experience learning of magewappa by using wood logged from their school forests.

Keywords: Japanese cedar, magewappa, non-destructive method, wood education

Correspondence to: Koji Adachi, Department of Institute of Wood Technology, Akita Prefectural University, 11-1 Kaieizaka, Noshiro, Akita
016-0876, Japan. E-mail: kadachi@iwt.akita-pu.ac.jp
14 -



