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Propagation of “Hiyama-Cha” Tea and Ornithogalum dubium
as Local Specialty Crops

Hiroomi Kanda', Hiroyuki Imanishi’, Yasunori Yoshida'

! Department of Agribusiness, Faculty of Bio-resource Sciences, Akita Prefectural University

? Field Education and Research Center, Faculty of Bio-resource Sciences, Akita Prefectural University

We investigated the multiplication of “Hiyama-Cha” tea that has been cultivated in the Hiyama area of Noshiro City approximately for the past
300 years and Ornithogalum dubium, which farmers in Ikawa aim to introduce as a new ormamental crop. To increase the number of
“Hiyama-Cha” plants used for cultivation, the propagation of cuttings were examined. The depth of pots for transplanting the cuttings influenced
their survival rate, whereas the different types of propagation beds and the periods from cutting to transplanting showed little influence on the
survival rate. To develop a production method for O. dubium bulbs, tissue cultures of scales were examined. Scales were rotary cultured in
Murashige and Skoog’s liquid medium and then culture-induced adventitious buds were cultivated to obtain bulbs. The most numerous
adventitious buds and bulbs were induced when the cultures were initiated in June, and the optimum concentration of the medium to induce the

buds and bulbs was half in strength.
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