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Student-based programming classroom for children by a regional university
Promotion of IT education in Akita Prefecture

Chiaki Hirota', Yuki Terata', Kouichiro Hashiura', Kanji Watanabe'

! Department of Electronics and Information Systems, Faculty of System Science and Technology, Akita Prefectural University

All Japanese eyes are focused on programming education for children and discussions of the programming classroom may often occur.
Programming classrooms are held in all parts of the country; however, most classrooms are held in urban areas. In fact, we also investigated the
programming classroom for children in Akita, where a full-scale programming classroom is not held. A difference in programming education
between a region and urban areas will develop if we ignore this situation. Therefore, the authors held a free programming classroom in Akita. A
characteristic of this classroom is that the university students participating in the teacher-training course play a key role in shaping of teaching
materials and the enforcement of the classroom. Many teaching materials are steadily completed. This paper reports on the present enforcement
conditions of the programming classroom for children and discusses future prospects.

Keywords: programming education, visual programming, educational practice
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