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Pervasiveness of the appearance of Asiatic black bears (Ursus thibetanus) in
rural and semi-urban areas (preliminary report)
A case study for Sotoasahikawa Block, Akita City, northern Japan

Kazuhiko Hoshizaki, Hiroyuki Miyazaki'

! Department of Biological Environment, Faculty of Bioresource Sciences, Akita Prefectural University

In 2016, in Akita Prefecture, northern Japan, we had the highest recorded numbers of appearances of Asiatic black bears in rural and semi-urban
areas, causing severer human—bear conflicts than usual. To reduce the conflicts, sharing of dates, times, and positions of bear appearances may be
effective, but such data sharing is underappreciated. To evaluate pervasiveness of human—bear conflicts across Akita City, a questionnaire was
sent to every elementary school in the city, and based on its results, a citizen questionnaire was then distributed in the Sotoasahikawa Block,
northern part of the city, as well an interview at the police station. Results show that the human—bear conflicts are widespread throughout Akita
City and that the inhabitants of Sotoasahikawa have collectively doubled their sighting incidences that were reported to the police. Although
caution is necessary to interpret sighting records that have not been notified to the police, because of uncertainties in the information, the merging
of sightings of bears by citizens alone and their sharing of these information between inhabitants could provide opportunities to for reducing

accidental human—bear encounters.
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