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An educational trial of a new subject called “the Akita area study”
of Akita Prefectural University:
Toward the university that took root in the area

Yutaka Arahi', Kunio Yamaguchi®

! Department of Agribusiness, Faculty of Bio-resource Sciences, Akita Prefectural University

’Department of Architecture, Faculty of System Science and Technology, Akita Prefectural University

This article introduces the “Akita Area Study” subject at Akita Prefectural University. In particular, the article records the 2017 activities of the
newly established Akita Area Study required for all students and included in their core education. The educational aims of Akita Area Study are
to promote attention to and interest in the area where students spend their daily lives and to raise students’ interest in the modern problems of
their community. The subject takes three educational approaches. The first is lectures by outside experts well versed in community affairs, the
second is student fieldwork in cooperation with local governments, and the third is an area promotion plan developed by students through a
workshop. In 2017, implementation of this subject did promote students’ attention to and interest in the community, and it generally produced a

positive educational effect. At the same time, implementation clarified problems that should be solved.
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