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Attempts to Inspire Innovation Through a Manufacturing Contest
A reports on the contest display at the MEXT Museum

Chiaki Hirotal, Yuki Teratal, Kanji Watanabel, Yasunori Chonanl, Takao Komiyamal,
Toshio Sakiyama®, Masaki Ishii'

! Department of Electronics and Information Systems, Faculty of System Science and Technology, Akita Prefectural University

? Faculty of Engineering, Tohoku Gakuin University

The Faculty of Systems Science and Technology of Akita Prefectural University has established creative instruction and workshops to help
students learn manufacturing. Committee members play a key role in these workshops, which conduct many instructional activities—one a
manufacturing contest, conducted by the authors, that challenges students’ creativity. Of course, the contest is organized to enhance instructional
effects in various ways. Additionally, contest products are not only appreciated, but also evaluated outside the university, some winning prizes.
We applied to display and, in fact, did display a panel, a movie, and some products, in order to disseminate widely this activity’s results, from
November 28, 2016 to March 21, 2017, at the museum of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). In
addition to the display, a manufacturing symposium for college students and workers was held in the MEXT Museum on February 20, 2017. This

paper reports on the contest’s display and mini-symposium and discusses its future prospects.
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