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Japan Women’s Conference 2016 in Akita
Challenges and Prospects

Yoshisada Komatsuda'

! Research and Education Center for Comprehensive Science, Akita Prefectural University

The Japan Women's Conference 2016 Akita was held in Akita City at the end of October 2016. People eagerly discussed various issues around the
theme “Respect and Accept Each Other—What is Diversity?” The event is greatly significant for our Akita community because we face a
declining birth rate, an aging population, and the highest level of population decline. What should we do to maintain vigorous activities and
progress toward a mature society? What do we need? For one thing, to overcome difficult problems, we need to realize “gender equality” and
“symbiosis,” both essential concepts. Based on the conference theme, both Akita residents and non-residents discussed various subjects from
which we could devise a vision of a “caring society” as a future outlook, and these results need to be shared with Akita’ s people. Looking back

at the event’” s significance, we provided important challenges to and prospects for the community.
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