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Presence of the University of Arizona in Local Society
Perspective from a sabbatical leave

Michinori Honma

Department of Electronics and Information Systems, Faculty of Systems Science and Technology, Akita Prefectural University

Composed of 15 departments, the University of Arizona is a state-run university headquartered in Tucson, Arizona. A department of distinction,
the College of Optical Sciences operates as an academic center to cultivate engineers and researchers in optics and photonics. Through the
sabbatical leave program, for a year beginning in April 2016, the author served as a visiting scientist in the College of Optical Sciences. In this
article, the author introduces educational and outreach activities at the College of Optical Sciences and the University of Arizona and then briefly
discusses these activities’ significance. First, the foundation story of the College of Optical Sciences is presented, and the department’ s unique
outreach activities are introduced. Furthermore, the author mentions some outreach events that aim to deepen the friendship between the

university and local society. Finally, a brief perspective from the sabbatical period is presented.
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